Introduced by Council Member Redman:


RESOLUTION 2011-194
A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING MAY 20, 2011, AS BIKE TO WORK DAY IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, for more than a century, the bicycle has been an important part of the lives of most Americans; and


WHEREAS, today, millions of Americans engage in bicycling because it is a viable and environmentally-sound form of transportation, an excellent resource for fitness, and an enjoyable activity for quality family recreation; and


WHEREAS, the education of cyclists and motorists as to the proper and safe operation of bicycles and motor vehicles on the same roadways is important to ensure the safety and comfort of all road users; and


WHEREAS, the League of American Bicyclists and independent cyclists throughout the nation, the state, and Jacksonville are promoting greater public awareness of bicycle operation and safety education in an effort to reduce accidents, injuries, and fatalities for all; and


WHEREAS, the City Council encourages the Jacksonville citizenry to ride their bikes to work on May 20, 2011, which is being designated Bike to Work Day, and to join with three groups converging on downtown that day from Arlington, the Southside, and the Westside to highlight the positive use of bicycles, to enhance an opportunity to get in shape while commuting, to reduce commute costs, and to improve overall attitude and morale; and

WHEREAS, it is important that all levels of government, employers both large and small, and community groups of all kinds encourage bicycling as a viable transportation option, both as a means to deal with the rapidly increasing cost of gasoline and to help alleviate roadway congestion through an alternative means of transportation; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby declare May 20, 2011, to be Bike to Work Day in Jacksonville.

Section 2.

The City Council does further encourage citizens to use their bicycles on that day for both recreation and transportation, urging all bicyclists and motorists to renew their understanding of, and commitment to, safe and mutually respectful use of our roadways.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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